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ANDALUCIAN BODEGAS
JEREZ OR “SHERRY”?

Jerez is synonymous with Sherry; the very name of
“Sherry” was created by the British because they
could not pronounce “Jerez”! And Jerez has many
Sherry “Bodegas” to visit.
A Bodega is simply a distillery and there are many
famous ones in Jerez such as Harveys, Domecq and
of course Gonzales Byass to name but three. However
Gonzalez Byass is unique with its position next to
the Alcazar and Cathedral. This family run business
is into it’s 5th generation and the original small room
where Mr. Gonzalez the 1st carried out all his export
sales has remained exactly as it was when he died.
During the 19th Century, the Jerez region bustled
with wine producing activity. The fame, prestige and
quality of the wines was well established in overseas
markets and like all growth markets, attracted
enterprising businessmen who began visiting Jerez
in person. English, Scottish, Irish, French and Dutch
traders not only visited to make export deals but
many also extended their visits to study and
familiarize themselves with the sherry business,
staying on to set up their own companies here. This
invasion, however, was quiet and friendly, and
represented more an international accolade to the

excellence of the wines of Jerez than a conquest.
The Gonzales Byass history tells about an ambitious
young man of only 23 years old; Don Manuel Maria
Gonzales Angel, vowed to carve a place for himself
in the prosperous and fast growing wine business,
at that time bubbling with opportunities. Counselled
by his uncle Don Jose Angel de Pena, who was to
become the famous Tio Pepe, he set up the company
in 1835 under the name of Manuel Maria Gonzales.
From the very start he understood that the company’s
future would depend on exportation and that the
main market was the United Kingdom. As Don Juan
Dubosc was at that time resident in London, he was
appointed sales director of the company. It was
during 1835 that the first export to London was
made: 10 barrels. The following year this was 62
and in 1839, 406 barrels. The connection with Mr.
Robert Blake Byass, of the London firm, Byass &
Charrington, began at the end of 1836. This trading
company had the highest reputation and was already
buying sherry from Jerez. The commercial
relationship became increasingly close, although it
was not until 1851 that he was formally appointed
as exclusive distributor for England,; he had effectively

already been acting in this capacity for more then
eleven years. Sales were multiplying year after year
and the great ambassador of the company, the
indefatigable Juan Dubosc, opened new markets
throughout  Europe, in France, Germany and even
Russia, his travels leaving a trail of customers. Those
early years had seen great activity; in 1865 the
company had become the premier sherry exporter
with an overseas sales volume of 3.885 casks
equivalent to more than 2.5 million bottles.
The next significant year was 1896 when “Soberano”
brandy was launched and Gonzales Byass Co. Ltd
was incorporated in London. In 1963 the great Tio
Pepe Bodega was built;  this three story high building
with a novel roof featuring four concrete domes has
a capacity for 30.000 casks. Today the company’s
cellars hold about 45 million litres of sherry and
brandy of Jerez!
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